44                  SANITY IN SEX
"To inaugurate work of this nature, to popularize it, meant that difficulties and problems must be met and overcome by medical officers and nurses whose duty it was to institute venereal disease control in the extra-cantonment zones. Not the least of these difficulties were the opposition of the underworld and its pro-tectors, the prejudices of many persons, and the reluctance of the decent to be in any way identified with the movement.'7
This opposition in varying degrees of intensity was encountered wherever the cleaning-up process was carried on.
An interesting case in Canada might be cited, as it contains the same elements that were involved in this country: A campaign to close up the red light district was started in a small city of about 14,000 inhabitants. However, the municipal officers and police were strongly against the elimination of the segregated district, which by the way had transcended its bounds to the extent that brothels were fearlessly maintained next door to some of the churches. The economic motive behind this action is evidenced in the following announce-